
NET HERITAGE 

Optimising the framework for 
young researchers in cultural 

heritage research

Barbara Świątkowska
Brussels, 24 March 2011



Structure

– information on opportunities in advanced training 
in conservation-restoration and science for 
conservation was provided by 14 countries 
through a questionnaire

– Report on the opportunities in advanced training 
in conservation Europe was produced and contains 
7 recommendations

– the optimum framework was elaborated by a 
panel of experts

The report is downloadable form: www.netheritage.eu

(deliverables/WP5/deliverable 5.1)



Analysis of existing training options in the 
Net-Heritage partner countries

Long courses
Doctoral study 
and research

Short courses



Doctoral study and research – two 
basic approaches

Approach 1 - research work of a student 
with limited training component

researchers providing frontier research in 
the heritage field, especially applying 
natural or engineering sciences



Doctoral study and research – two 
basic approaches

Approach 2 - strong taught component, 
usually relying on a three-year education 
cycle

professionals for management of heritage 
resources or entering the high-level 
administrative and service sector



Recommendation 1

Research oriented doctoral education 
develops highly skilled professionals both in 
areas of science and heritage management.

Development of generic skills should be 
embedded into the PhD training.



Doctoral project: ‘Physico-
chemical investigations of 
cellulose degradation 
processes induced by iron-
gall inks in ancient 
manuscripts’,
Barbara Wagner, Department 
of Chemistry, University of 
Warsaw, Poland, 2002.

7 papers in leading journals 
and 1 chapter in a book

Scientific papers published as an 
outcome of one doctoral project



Scientific papers published by doctoral 
students in 2009 in Studies in 
Conservation

Gabriele Guidi, Alessandro Spinetti, Luca Carosso and Carlo Atzeni, ‘Digital 
three-dimensional modelling of Donatello’s David by frequency-modulated laser 
radar’, pp. 3-11 - The Technology for Environment and Cultural Heritage 
Laboratory, the University of Florence, Italy

Morten Ryhl-Svendsen and Geo Clausen, ‘The effect of ventilation, filtration 
and passive sorption on indoor air quality in museum storage rooms’, pp. 35-
48 - The School of Conservation at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, in 
cooperation with the International Centre of Indoor Environment and Energy at 
the Technical University of Denmark in 2007.

Jerzy Kunicki-Goldifinger, Piotr Targowski, Michalina Góra, Paweł
Karaszkiewicz and Piotr Dzierżanowski, ‘Characterization of glass surface 
morphology by Optical Coherence Tomography’, pp. 117-128 - The Institute of 
Physics of the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun, Poland

Alexandra Schieweck and Tunga Salthammer, ‘Emissions from constructions 
and decoration materials for museum showcases’, pp. 218-235 - The Dresden 
Academy of Fine Arts, Germany in 2009.



Recommendation 2

The field of 
conservation science 
is being perceived as 
an artistic domain 
which therefore needs 
lower funding. 

Adequate funding of 
doctoral research in 
which the humanities 
and sciences overlap 
should be ensured. 



Recommendation 3

Continuity of funding
creates a long-term 
commitment  by 
talented, enthusiastic 
PhD students and 
early-stage post-
doctoral researchers 
for the heritage field.



Recommendation 4

Information on the 
national education 
offer for doctoral 
studies and research 
is made available on 
the Net-Heritage 
Observatory.

One of the key national institutions acts as a 
secretariat of the network of institutions offering 
opportunities for research for a doctoral degree.



Recommendation 5

Long courses that do not 
lead to a doctoral degree
should provide knowledge, 
skills and competences 
that are clearly recognised
according to the Bologna 
system. 



Short courses

are the primary way in which:

� new knowledge

� findings of the current research projects

� practical skills 

can be effectively 
presented and 
disseminated to 
professionals working in 
the conservation field, 
including enterprises.



Recommendation 6

The value of the short 
Continuous Professional 
Development (CPD) 
courses depends on the 
quality of the 
pedagogy.

The organisers should 
articulate learning 
objectives and 
outcomes explicitly in 
the publicity material of 
each course.



Recommendation 7

National agencies funding 
research projects 
encourage and support 
workshops for knowledge 
exchange organised at the 
end of research projects 
which are promoting and 
disseminating novel 
research results. 



Dissemination of the Net-Heritage 
approach

� short conference

� knowledge exchange 
workshops

programme downloadable at:

www.netheritage.eu


